Intercessions & Prayer Formats

Opening Prayers

We pray that God’s Holy Spirit may direct our lives.
Lord, come to bless us.
All: Fill us with your Spirit.

‘The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy and peace.’ 
Father, we know that your world needs love and harmony.
Lord, come to bless us.
All: Fill us with your Spirit.

‘The fruit of the Spirit is patience, kindness and goodness.’ 
Father, we know that our world is starved of love and care.
Lord, come to bless us.
All: Fill us with your Spirit.

 ‘The fruit of the Spirit is faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control.’ Father, we know that our world is short of truth and justice.
Lord, come to bless us.
All: Fill us with your Spirit.

We pray for strength to follow Jesus. 
Saviour, we hear your call.
Help us to follow.
Jesus said: ‘Whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant,’ Saviour, we hear your call.
Help us to follow.
Jesus said: ‘Unless you change and become humble like little children, you can never enter the kingdom of heaven.’
Saviour, we hear your call.
Help us to follow.
Jesus said: ‘Happy are the humble; they will receive what God has promised.’ Saviour, we hear your call.
Help us to follow.
Jesus said: ‘Be merciful as your Father is merciful;
love your enemies and do good to them.’
Saviour, we hear your call.
Help us to follow.
Jesus said: ‘Love one another, as I love you; there is no greater love than this, to lay down your life for your friends.’
Saviour, we hear your call.
Help us to follow.
Jesus said: ‘Go to people everywhere and make them my disciples, and I will be with you always, to the end of time.’
Saviour, we hear your call.
Help us to follow.
God of mercy,
you know us and love us and hear our prayer:
keep us in the eternal fellowship of 
Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen.
Jesus taught us to call God our Father, 
so in faith and trust we pray:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

A reflective version of the Lord’s Prayer

Beloved God, source of all life, creator of all

All: We love you.

Giver of life, bearer of pain, maker of love,

All: We adore you.

Your name be hallowed, your name be honoured, your name be embodied. As in heaven…
All: …so on Earth

The Bread of our need, the taste of your tomorrow.

All: Give us today

Our debts remit. All: As we remit.

Our hurts forgive. All: As we forgive.

Your mercy show. All: As we show mercy.

In the hour of temptation..: All: ..keep us steadfast.

In testing times..: All:…fill us with courage.
In the worst of trials…: All: …fill us with courage.

From powers that oppress..: All: …Lord, release us.

From coils that bind us..: All: …Lord, free us.
From the grip of evil: All: Lord, deliver us

For yours is the goodness…

All: …in which evil is dissolved.

Yours is the joy…

All: …which sounds through the pain

Yours is the life…

All: …which swallows up death.

Yours is the glory…

All: …the transfiguring light.

Yours is the victory…

All: …the triumph of love

Yours is the world …

All: …at last made new.

For time and eternity. All: For ever and ever.

For age after age. All: For ever and ever. Amen.
Prayers

We pray for the family of the Church, for loving relationships, and for the life of families around us.
Jesus, Lord of love …
All: …in your mercy, hear us.
Jesus, born in poverty and soon a refugee,
be with families today who are poor and live in hunger and want. Jesus, Lord of love…
All: …in your mercy, hear us.
Jesus, as you grew in wisdom and in favour with God and the people in the family of Joseph the carpenter,
bring wisdom and the presence of God into the work and growth of families today. Jesus, Lord of love,
All: …in your mercy, hear us.
Jesus, as you blessed marriage in the wedding at Cana, be with those preparing for marriage and with those who come to the end of their resources. Jesus, Lord of love..
All: …in your mercy, hear us.
Jesus, as you healed Peter's mother-in-law,
bring healing to those in our families who are ill today Jesus, Lord of love..
All: …in your mercy, hear us.
Jesus, when you were dying you called Mary and John to care for one another. Provide today for those who lose their families, the bereaved and childless, orphans and widows. Jesus, Lord of love,
All: …in your mercy, hear us.
Jesus, as you ate breakfast on the beach with your disciples after you were raised from the dead. Bring the whole Church on earth and in heaven into your risen presence to eat at the eternal banquet. Jesus, Lord of love,
All: in your mercy, hear us, accept our prayers and be with us always.  Amen.
